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EXTRACTS FROM A SYMPA 


Miss E. ASHTON: 

The work of our Society is always to be 
seen in relation to humanity, and as 
humanity grows and changes so the pre- 
sentation of Theosophy, which is Truth, 
must change to meet its needs. But 
before the presentation can change, our 
understanding of it must deepen, for 
Truth itself is changeless. 

It is an accepted occult axiom that the 
universe is worked from within outwards. 
I feel that we should regard Adyar as the 
centre from which the spiritual life wells 
up and radiates throughout the field. 
The international President at any one 
time is the vehicle at the human level 
through which the life passes, giving that 
life a special colour and quality suited 
to the needs of the work and the times. 

We should look to Sri Ram for the 
keynote for today and tomorrow in the 
quality of the new and deeper under- 
standing to be found in his talks and writ- 
ings. The note he brings and which fills 
him as a person is the fragrance of buddhi 
He brings before us a view of the work to 
be done in terms of the unveiling, th 
liberating of something eternal, constan 
the beautiful unspoiled nature within us 
He stresses the qualities which are borr 
when the buddhic light begins to shine: 

Simplicity, which reduces everything 
to its essential values. 

Freshness, which arises from liv ag in 
the present, unspoiled by the conditioning 
and distorting of memory. It requires the 
renunciation of everything to which we 
cling. 

Truth, the truth related to living, not 
intellectual truth. For him, truth and 
beauty are two aspects of the same thing. 

Therefore the Theosophy we offer to 
humanity needs to be re-expressed in 
terms of the feeling-knowledge of the 
intuitive mind. 

The literature that is attracting most 
attention today is the range which offers 
a way to experience deeper than the mind: 
Zen, meditation, Mahayana Buddhism, 
the philosophy of Krishnamurti, and the 
teachings of Sri Ramana, the sage of 
Arunachala. 

Sri Ram says: “We should be heralds 
of a new age which will witness a new 
culture different from what obtains at 
present. That was the hope with which 
the theosophical movement was ushered 
into existence . . . The whole aim of the 
Society is to bring about a fundamental 
change in man’s life and outlook. The 
nature of this change has to be | 
by us and conveyed to the world at large.” 
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asks for our own experience, not for 
tion of what we have read in books. 
The old meaning of Theosophy was 
that from the other side’, the non- 
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t important material given us by 
ters of the Wisdom, and with our 
‘Objects: brotherhood (I prefer the = 
friendship to brotherhood), try to under- 
stand man through our second object, 
and ourselves through our third. 

Then we can help mankind break 
through the crust of selfishness to a wider 
evolution, by being ourselves in pace, with, 
or better ahead of, the times in which we 
are living. Perhaps then our modern 
Theosophy of today will be called a very 
important aspect of the ageless wisdom. 


Mrs. K. PERKINS: 
If we look about us we see evidence of 
dissatisfaction with the values of present 
day society: in religion a questioning not 
only of creeds and dogmas but even of 
the concept of God. Man’s relationship 
to man and nature is having the strong 
light of public awareness played upon it. 
Even scientific discoveries and techno- 
logical advances are being re-evaluated 
in terms of ethical and ecological i 
cations. 

Theosophy is particularly relevant to the 
present times, as it points to the whole- 
ness of individual conscio j ~ 
unity of Life. Theoso does | 
separate man’s spiritual cal 
everyday life, but rather Ii 
sation of truth, bea 
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The visit of several Summer Schools E 
in Europe by Mrs, Perkins and myself Membership 
began in early July at Hustedt, where the 
German Section provided excellent phy- ! any OF AN INFORMAL T r 
ical facilites and a well arranged pro- LONDON FEDERATION Op i 
ramme, Under the fine management of poser BY SRIMATI RÁ wie 
Mrs. Annaliese Stephan, our English ARUNDALE Ux 
language limitation seemed no barrier to completed fifty years of | 
communication, look back to the fim.” 
Immediately toni this was the 
International Week at Huizen, in which 
Rukmini Devi graciously invited us to 
participate, The programme was preceded 
by an impressive Inauguration of the 
new Besant Hall, a splendidly designed 


modern building, 
in Copenhagen, we 
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arrived at Gam ‘raestegaard for 
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Dear Members, 
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Inner Resources,’ it seems | 
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Within ourselves there 
which we must stir into acti ty. 
with their clear waters, they fọ 
whole being and cleanse our pers 
‘are inflamed by real or from all egoism. If we utilize these 
ees or causes and reason tO direct our attention more in 
y ‘emotion. We tend to ge! listen more closely to the ‘ voice f tion. T 
‘out of perspective because silence’ and obey it, then we shall a On our way to France, a stop-over 
nowadays some- hear distinctly the voice of the 4 visit in London afforded L 
5 which thirsts for these waters. Le for conferences and other matters re- 
quench this thirst so far as we quiring attention. 
but let us distribute the heali Aussois, a village in the i 


wisely, not too much and not too liti French Alps, was chosen by Dr. Thorin 
according to what seems best for 


i and his co-workers as locale for the 
individual. Pays-Latins Summer School. In addition 

Theosophy is needed more than to members of the French Section, we 
and also sought, but not under the were especially pleased to greet friends 
of Theosophy. It is a source of from Portugal, as well as Italy, Belgium, 
happiness to us that it is our desti Switzerland and other countries. As with 
members of the Theosophical Socie the other Schools, the programme ex- 
serve this high ideal. Let us help 


tended for a week. 
our knowledge and our faith in the Before commencing the Swiss tour, we 
ing power of the Ancient Wisdom, enjoyed a brief holiday in Ascona, a 
obeying its principles and living tf quaint little town on Lake Maggiore. 
to overcome this critical period in Here we visited members and friends and 
history of the world, to penetrate 


were presented at a members’ meeting 
darkness with its light, to help the li in nearby Locarno. 
in the hearts of men to break through, 


If we celebrate the feast of love a 
charity in this way, then it will be a 
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blessing to ourselves and our neighbours. 
From my heart I wish you a blessed 
Christmas and a happy mew year. 


CLAIRE Wyss 


95th ANNUAL CONVENTION, 
ADYAR 

The International Convention will be 

held, as usual, from 26th to 31st Decem-) 

ber at Adyar. Delegates from all the 

Continents are expected, so that thel 

gathering will be truly international. | 


The programme will include lectures) 


by the President, the Vice-President, 
Srimati Rukmini Arundale, and dele-| 
gates from abroad, There will be ani 
afternoon reception under the banyan 
tree, symposia and discussion meetings, 
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Another set of such recommendations 
is the noble eightfold path in Buddhism 
Tight knowledge, right thought, right 
action, right means of livelihood, etc 
They have a more positive, active form, 
but they also serve the purpose of help- 
ing us to come into harmony and right 
relationship with our environment and 
the world we live in. 


So, such things are elementary, yel 
fundamental. Their aim, as I understand 
them, is not to form us according to a 
certain pattern of behaviour, but to tell 
us how to live in a way that is not a 
hindrance for a deeper contact with life. 


Coming to more advanced recom- 
mendations, the first one to mention is 
what we call meditation. Hints are given 
on how to still the mind and how to tune 
in with one aspect or another of Truth, 
Beauty, etc., and that mostly has a good 
effect in itself. But if meditation is to lead 
to what it is meant to be, then we must 
pass a point where we have to leave all 
thoughts and all words behind, leave all 
the known and go into the unknown 


There is a danger that we get too much 
tied up by recommendations on how to 
still the mind etc., and we never pass the 
point that leads on to real inner silence. 
So, I think it is wise also to be open to 
other ways of coming to that inner tran- 
quillity. 

One of them is by reading, provided 
it is done in the right way. The sort of 
study I am thinking of now is reading 
books which have the quality of convey- 
ing a profound and broad picture of Man 
and the Universe and which are written 
in a way as to evoke something beyond 
the words in the depth of the reader. 
If and when that happens with us, we 
should stop reading, be still within, let 
the hidden process work and not try to 
verbalise it too soon. In that way we 
have come to something of the same 
inner silence as that which meditation 
can give. We follow the road of reading 
up to a certain point, then we leave it 
and go into the unknown. 

There is another road also, which is 
the road of just being still in any moment 
of life, to be still and observe, watch 
what happens; to hold back judgment, 
comparison, thoughts of any kind, and 
just see. 

This is especially important in our re- 
lations with people we meet. Most of 
us very often meet other people with 
our inner reactions, with a preconceived 
idea about that man or that type of man, 
or with expectations, or with fear, or 
with associations to some other man, or 
some other situation, or we make com- 
parisons of different kinds. That is to 
say that we do not perceive so much of 
the man we meet; what we perceive is a 
picture of him that has been formed and 
coloured very much according to the con- 
tents of our own consciousness. If we 
watch ourselves, we shall find that almost 
always there is such an element in our 
meeting with a fellow-man. Then we have 
not met the real man, not seen truth, 
reality, on this point in life. 

But there is the possibility for each 
of us to see the real man, at least to a 
larger extent than is usually the case. 

There is the possibility just to be quie! 
inwardly, open to the man in front 
us, with no attitude of defence or guard, 
to meet the other man quietly and ¥ 
out reactions in our own conscious 
and perceive something of his being 
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in any new shape or of building some 
other form of society. Great indeed is the 
need for the tolerance that a little know- 
ledge ought (but alas sometimes fails) to 
bo age in those who meet it. Oh for the 
golden mean, the Middle Way! But we 
need not despair. Hope should lie in the 
ancient saying ‘A little leaven leaveneth 
the whole lump,’ though when the lump is 
mankind the very little leaven takes a 
long time to work. 


Power Complex 


In olden times there were, at different 
periods, great empires that held sway over 
what, in days of slow and hazardous 
communications, were vast areas of the 
earth. Their successors are the Great 
Powers of the modern era. A State that is 
militarily strong, economically important 
and strategically placed geographically 
arrogates to itself the right to carry out its 
policy anywhere in the world, subject only 
to being checked by another Great Power 
bent on the same ends. Either there is 


war, to determine limits, or a policy of 
sharing out the earth in ‘spheres of 

fluence,’ in much the same way as some 
wild animals arrange their territorial 
boundaries. 

The mighty have probably always 
mastered the weak. It is but the extension 
of what has happened within various 
groups. Individual men, if strong enough, 
and groups have imposed their will on the 
bulk of the people. This is the expression 
of one of the less pleasant aspects of 
human nature — the urge to exercise 
power over one’s fellows. Though in few 
lands are men now physical slaves, yet 
most are slaves politically or economic- 
ally, in subjection to some extent to force- 
ful men or to systems. Is not, perhaps, 
the widespread revolt of the most diver- 
gent groups of people rebelling against 
the present order of society, to be seen 
as a movement for freedom, for 
from age-old servitude? Masters 
dominated men, and the 
Now, the pendulum has swat 
small groups of workers can € 
employers and can disrupt 
the community, Here is a | 
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slavery from which men 
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In Perspective 


Only a sense of responsibility all round 
can bring a satisfactory outcome. 
The Political Scene 

Ihe world political scene is shifting 
again. Changes are showing in many parts 
of the World, some of which could have 


profo effects: Europe and the Com- 
moh t; the United States, war and 
intornal ferment; Rhodesia, South Africa 
and (hg independent African States; the 
wide nsion of Japanese trade; the 
Middle Bast; ogr so on. Possibly the 
move could be most ing is 
ion of Mao's Chan 

ionship with the United 

There is ample scope for many 
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related inwardly to all things around: 
'! we really know the nature of some 
we know the spiritual aspect of 
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be acquired by the concrete mind. if it is 
capable and is trained, but wisdom it 4 
characteristic of a more subtle level 
man’s nature and it is impossibk 
acquire wisdom without the develop 
of that part. 
Before we can truly understand ihe 
meaning behind all phenomena, 
that vehicle in us which enables u» 16 
understand it must be developed. snd 
such development is by way of, firsi < 
all, the good life, in the deepest sense (he 
unselfish life, As Madame Blavatsky ssvs 
‘the first step is to live to benefit mank ind 
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